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7 July 2011

Dear Sir/ Madam
Reform Scotland Community Council Survey
Reform Scotland was set up three years ago, with the objective of setting out policies in Scotland that deliver increased economic prosperity and more effective public services based on the traditional Scottish principles of limited government, diversity and personal responsibility.  In that time, we have carried out a variety of activities in support of our aims including publishing 19 reports and organising events to promote debate on public policy, including annual dinners with Alex Salmond and Vince Cable.  We also produce a free daily media summary which goes to over 3,000 subscribers.
We are currently working on research papers looking at areas of local government responsibility ahead of council elections in May 2012, and as part of this work we are considering the role of community councils across Scotland.   As a result Reform Scotland is seeking the views of all community councils in Scotland and would be grateful if you would consider answering the enclosed survey.  Your response will be treated anonymously and with the strictest confidence, used only by Reform Scotland to help inform our research into community councils in Scotland.

Responses can be emailed to Alison.Payne@reformscotland.com, or posted to Reform Scotland, 7-9 North St David Street, Edinburgh, EH2 1AW.  If you have any questions please contact us either be email or telephone 0131 524 9506.

The deadline for responses is Monday 3rd October 2011.  We understand that there may be a difference of opinion between individual members of your community council, so feel free to either complete the questionnaire as a community council, or as an individual community councillor.   The survey is also available to view and download on the policy forum part of our website - http://www.policyforumscotland.com/index.php/publication/view_details/20/.

If you are interested in Reform Scotland’s previous work on local government, our report ‘local power’, is available to freely download from our website, along with our other reports.

Yours sincerely

Alison Payne

Research Director
COMMUNITY COUNCIL SURVEY 2011

1. What is the name of the community council you represent?
Juniper Green Community Council
2. Within which local authority area does your community council fall?
City of Edinburgh Council

3. Do you feel that the views of your community council are properly taken into consideration at present either by your local authority or other public body?
No.
4. Scotland’s lowest tier of government is far more remote than in many other countries. For example in countries such as Sweden, France and Norway local councils represent communities which are far smaller than Scotland’s local authorities but are able to levy taxes and exercise control over vital local services. What responsibilities would you like to see community councils given control over? 
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Recreation
    b.  Community infrastructure
     c. Primary Education
B only


d.  Planning
    e.  Local transport                               

Certainly more local involvement in planning issues which remain a big source of irritation for residents in a community.

f. Other (please state)

In the US when a house is sold in a neighbourhood the local community retain a small percentage of the fee towards community matters, this might be investigated for Scotland.

5. If any responsibilities are to be passed down to community councils, do you think this should happen:
a. Automatically – i.e Holyrood forces local government to do so through legislation
b. It should be up to local authorities whether they choose to devolve responsibilities, and what those powers are;
c. It should be up to community councils to request the powers;
d. A local referendum should be held. 
We think A otherwise either nothing will change or change will become inpractical. 
6. Does your community council face a struggle to attract members?
Not at the moment though we are a young organisation in this area, cynicism and inertia have yet to set in!

7. How do you think a wider cross section of local communities could be attracted to get involved with community councils?
Devolve more powers to the local residents.
8. Do you think if community councils had greater responsibilities more people would participate in the process, either by voting or standing as a candidate?
Yes, though in today’s world it would mean communities would be run by those who are retired.

9. Should community councils be given the power to raise income, for example through taxation or charges?
As we noted above there is a mechanism in the US which would not harm current practice when houses are sold though it does have the danger of giving to those communities who already have so much, even more leverage.  Some check to balance this would have to be devised to ensure an equitable share of resources across Scotland’s communities.

10. At present local authorities set and collect council taxes and collect business rates, though the latter are set centrally and redistributed among local authorities by Holyrood.  Do you think local authorities should have more financial powers?
There is a danger that shops in local areas will disappear if care is not taken to curb large retail outlets setting up in shopping areas designed for car owners.  The issue of balance of local shops with the larger retailers remains a live issue in this community.
11. If you could change one thing about community councils what would it be?
Remove the additional structure of Neighbourhood Partnerships which appear to be talking shops, providing too many demands on CC members to attend unnecessary meetings.
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